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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 02225 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TSPA, CG, SOPN 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE: WEST GERMAN ROCKET FACILITY 

DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH ZAIRE MISSION DEPUTY 
PERMREP BUKETI, AMBASSADOR LEONARD ASKED ABOUT THE WEST 
GERMAN OTRAG ROCKET LAUNCH SITE IN ZAIRE. BUKETI CLAIMED 
THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE OTRAG SITE WAS TO LAUNCH COMMUNI- 
CATIONS SATELLITES. WHICH EVENTUALLY WOULD PROVIDE A MUCH 
NEEDED IMPROVEMENT IN ZAIRE'S DOMESTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CAPABILITIES. LEONARD SAID THAT, NONETHELESS, ZAIRE S 
DETRACTORS BOTH WITHIN THE UN AND ELSEWHERE, CONTINUED TO 
MAKE PROPAGANDA USE OUT OF THE OTRAG FACILITY, DESCRIBING 
IT AS A "MISSILE BASE", ETC. HE SUGGESTED THAT IT MIGHT 
VERY WELL BE IN ZAIRE'S INTEREST TO INVITE A GROUP OF 
COMPETENT OBSERVERS, WHICH MIGHT INCLUDE JOURNALISTS, 

ANGOLAN OFFICIALS AND PERHAPS UN OFFICIALS, TO THE OTRAG 
SITE TO LET THEM SEE FOR THEMSELVES THE PEACEFUL PURPOSES 
WHICH THE FACILITY SERVED. BUKETI TOOK THE SUGGESTION 
BUT MADE NO COMMENT. YOUNG 
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